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GUATEMALA COMFIOENTIAL} 49213

The {irst distribution of land (o Army officers under the Agrarian
Reform Law cccurred during the weelt of 11 May, aczording to a United
States offivial in Gualemala. Six officers, including two frow the Presi-
dential Siafi, rereivad 34 acres each frowm one of the government -owaed
farms.

Comment: This Jand distribution is in Yine with the Government's
poliey of attempting to insure Army support for agrarian reform and
other administration policies. Since the Agrarian Reform Law went
into effect in June 1862, special efforis have been made to include the
Army in the orogram. The millitary have been cooperating with the
Ministry of Agricullure in teaching soldiers new forming methods.
Grants of land have been made 1o a few enlisted men, but thia is the
first known instauce of officers benelitting under ihe Law. [t indicales
- continued Coverrment eiforts to guaranlee Army support {or agrarian
reform and other admuwistration polleies. Army loyalty to the Arhenz
Government 1s expected Lo continue.
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